
 

 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of Jan. 10, 2010  

(set aside 20-30 minutes to complete the “Getting Started” part of 
this Homework before meeting with your Growth Group) 

 
Sunday’s Message by Pastor Dane:  
“Jesus’ Prayer – part 1” 

John 17:1-26 
 
Getting Started  (20-30 minutes) 
 

1.) Read John 17:1-26 
 
2.) What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s 

message did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or 
troubling?  Explain 

 
 

3.) Jesus prays this prayer shortly before being arrested in the 
Garden of Gethsemene.   

a. At what times in your life have you prayed hard just 
before going through your own Gethsemene?   

 
 
 
b. What can you learn from Jesus’ prayer about how 

to pray before you enter a challenge or crisis? 
 
 
 

4.) There are 3 parts to Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer: Jesus 
prays for himself (vs1-5), Jesus prays for his 11 apostles 
(vs6-19), and Jesus prays for all Christians (vs20-26).   

a. What did Jesus pray for himself and why?    
 

b. How does this differ from how you pray for 
yourself? 

 
c. As Jesus intercedes for his apostles, he asks the 

Father to protect them from the evil one.  How 
would the apostles be vulnerable to Satan’s attack? 

d. How are you vulnerable to Satan’s attack? 
 

 
e. As Jesus prays for all other Christians in verses 20-

26, Jesus prays that we will be brought to complete 
unity.  What does it mean for Christians to be 
unified?  What does Christian unity look like?   

 



 

 

 
5.) Pastor Dane gathers from verses 21 and 23 that Christian 

unity has a direct bearing on whether or not people will 
“believe” in Jesus and come to “know” Jesus as Lord and 
Savior.  Is this a stretch?  Why or why not? 

 
 
6.) How does Christian unity communicate God’s love to our 

world? (see v23) 
  

 
 
 
Digging Deeper    (optional.  Additional 20 min.) 
 

1.) Read 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 3:1-5  Passages like 
these emphasize the importance of sound doctrine.   

a. Are we called to rebuke Christians in other congre-
gations who teach false doctrines”?  If so, how? 

 
b. On a blank sheet of paper, flesh out Jesus’ prayer 

for Christian unity with these verses in Timothy.  
Which doctrines are non-negotiables to you?  In 
other words, Fill in the blank: “If a church believes 
and teaches _____________, I can not fellowship 
or serve with its members.”    

 
c. Which doctrines do you disagree with in other 

Christian congregations, but not enough to forfeit 
fellowship w/ its members? (e.g., speaking in tongues) 

 


